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His acquaintance with Bcnnct Langton, Esq. of Langton, in Lincolnshire, another much valued friend, commenced soon after the conclusion of his Rambler ; which that gentleman, then a youth, had read with so much admiration, that he came to London chiefly with the view of endeavouring- to be introduced to its authour1. By a fortunate chance he happened to take lodgings in a house where Mr. Lcvct frequently visited; and having mentioned his wish to his landlady, she introduced him to Mr. Levet, who readily obtained Johnson's permission to bring Mr. Langton to him3; as, indeed, Johnson, during the whole course of. his life, had no shyness, real or affected, but was easy of access to all who were properly recommended, and even wished to sec numbers at his levee2, as his morning circle of company might, with strict propriety, be called, Mr. Langton was exceedingly surprised when the sage first appeared. He had not received the smallest intimation of his figure, dress, or manner. From perusing his writings, he fancied he should sec a decent, wcll-drest, in short, a remarkably decorous philosopher. Instead of which, down from his bedchamber, about noon, came, as newly risen, a huge uncouth figure, with a little dark wig which scarcely covered his head, and his clothes hanging loose about him. But his conversation was so rich, so animated, and so forcible, and his religious and political notions so congenial with those in which Langton had been educated, that he conceived for him that veneration and attachment which he ever
1 Johnson writing to Langton on January 9, 1759, describes him as 'towering in the confidence of twenty-one.' The conclusion of The Rambler was in March 1752, when Langlon must have been only fourteen or just fifteen at most; Johnson's first letter to him dated May 6, 1755, shews that at that time their acquaintance had been but short. Lang-ton's subscription to the Thirty-nine Articles in the Register of the University of Oxford was on July 7, 1757. Johnson's first letter to him at Oxford is dated June 28, 1757.
" See post, March 20, 1782.
" 'My friend Maltby and I,' said
Samuel Rogers, ' when we were very young men, had a strong clesii'c to sec Dr. Johnson ; and we determined to call upon him, and introduce ourselves. We accordingly proceeded to his house in Bolt Court; and I had my hand on the knocker when our courage failed us, and we retreated. Many years afterwards I mentioned this circumstance to Uos-well, who said, "What a pity that you did not go boldly in I he would have received you with all kindness."' Rogers's Table Talk, p. 9. For Johnson's levcc sec post, 1770, in Dr. Maxwell's Collectanea,
preserved.. tilili);.ilimi i. .1 )i.iin.' In N'ti. itrfi, hi- uh.it i:. 5,'Hii In!.
